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Can We Fellowship With Those Who Are Wrong With God?
By Jimmy Pettigrew

Our appeal should not be to human feelings or thought
(Jeremiah 10:23; Isaiah 55:8-9). Our attitude must be one
of accepting what God says in His word, even if that
means we must give up our own ideas. When discussing
the subject of fellowship, the question is often asked,
what is the definition of fellowship? Thayer states fellow-
ship is an association, community, communion, joint par-
ticipation, intercourse. This means partnership or union, to
aid; to aid in something or encourage them in something;
we are enjoying one another, helping one another in what-
ever we are talking about, and this is the idea of fellow-
ship. It is right to fellowship those who are right with God,
but wrong to fellowship those who are wrong with God.
Fellowship is established upon two foundations: (1) Chil-
dren of God may only fellowship those who are fellow chil-
dren of God. This demands gospel obedience (John 8:31-
32). It is clear that our fellowship with God and with one
another is based on our knowing and obeying the truth
revealed in Jesus. (2) Children of God may only fellowship
those who currently walk in the light (truth) as the Lord is
in the light (truth), (1 John 1:7). Notice that fellowship one
with another is conditional upon one's walking in the light
(truth). It is only as men walk in the blessed light of truth
that we can have fellowship with each other. Love is not
the basis of fellowship, TRUTH IS!

There can be no spiritual fellowship between a Chris-
tian and one who denies that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. There can be no fellowship between a Christian and
one who says instrumental music in worship is pleasing to
God. There can be no fellowship between a Christian and
one who denies that baptism is essential unto the remis-
sion of sins. There can be no fellowship between a Chris-
tians and one who practices any error. Fellowship can be
only with such men as walk in the light. Truth cannot fel-
lowship error. There can be no spiritual fellowship be-
tween New Testament Christians and individuals or
groups which teach anything other than the pure gospel of
Christ. For one to be in fellowship with the Godhead and
the saints he must walk in the light; otherwise, he is walk-

“

ing in darkness. “... what communion hath light with dark-
ness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14)

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto
you also, that ye also may have fellowship with us: yea,
and our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). This passage plainly shows that
one must first be in fellowship with God the Father and
Jesus Christ His Son before he can be included in fellow-
ship as a Christian. How can we be in fellowship with
those who are not in fellowship with God? We fellowship
all those who obey God and continue steadfastly in the
teaching of God. Obedience to the voice of God is the
standard by which we determine whom we fellowship. The
disobedient and the rebellious are enemies of God, and
we dare not attempt to fellowship them. Fellowship with
God and Jesus depends entirely upon our loyalty and de-
votion to God's word. To have fellowship with God and with
Christ is to obey the gospel of Christ (Hebrews 5:9). We
cannot fellowship with those who teach and practice error.
John no doubt loved the Gnostics, yet, he did not hesitate
to speak out against their false doctrines and told Chris-
tians not to have fellowship with them (2 John 9-11).

Brethren, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ died for His
church (Ephesians 5:23, 25), the family of God (1 Timothy
3:15), and we cannot receive into fellowship, and acknowl-
edge as faithful brethren any denominationalist or false
brother who stands contrary to the truth! “Now | beseech
you, brethren, mark them that are causing the divisions
and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the doctrine
which ye learned: and turn away from them. For they that
are such serve not our Lord Christ, but their own belly;
and by their smooth and fair speech they beguile the
hearts of the innocent” (Romans 16:17-18). When we
knowingly and willingly fellowship those who teach and
practice error, we actually become participants in that sin.
If we refuse to stand fast upon the truth of God concerning
the matter of fellowship, we may as well close the doors of
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the church, for Satan has won! Brethren, it is high time we
cling to the Bible's teaching on fellowship!

Brethren, there is not a denominational body on the
face of God's earth that has a scriptural right to exist. A
religious denomination comes into existence only when a
group produces by the preaching, believing, and
obedience of some doctrine other than the true gospel of
Christ. The group openly decides to accept a source of
authority beyond the Bible, and such are a curse to God
(Galatians 1:6-9). A denomination cannot come into being
or exist without practicing or supporting something distinct
from what the Lord has authorized, for the Bible only
makes Christians only.

Division has always been condemned by God. Unity
was God's aim and His desire: “And the glory which thou
hast given me | have given unto them; that they may be
one, even as we (are) one” (John 17:22). Paul wrote: “Now
| beseech you, brethren, through the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing and (that)
there be no divisions among you; but (that) ye be per-
fected together in the same mind and in the same judg-
ment” (1 Corinthians 1:10). Denominationalism defeats
the purpose and ignores the Biblical proclamation that
there is only one body (Romans 12:4; 1 Corinthians
12:12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4). Seeing that the church is
blood bought (Acts 20:28) and the sole possession of our
Lord (Matthew 16:18), any religious institution that came
into existence as a result of the ideas, plan, and action of
men are in competition with the one true church, and will
be rooted up (Matthew 15:13). Therefore, upon what
grounds can we fellowship these unfruitful works of dark-
ness (Ephesians 5:11)?7??

God will not accept into His fellowship those who sup-
port and teach error (Romans 16:17-18), nor must we. We
are to mark those false teachers; they cannot be a part of
our fellowship. John also spoke the words of God when he
warned us that, “Whosoever goeth onward and abideth
not in the teaching of Christ, hath not God: he that abideth
in the teaching, the same hath both the Father and the
Son. If any one cometh unto you, and bringeth not this
teaching, receive him not into (your) house, and give him
no greeting: for he that giveth him greeting partaketh in
his evil works.” (2 John 9-11). This passage teaches that
those who go beyond the doctrine of Christ do not have
God, that is, do not have God's approval. It is further
stated that if anyone comes and does not bring this doc-
trine, then faithful Christians are neither to receive him
into their houses nor to give him greeting. This is the case

because the one who gives the greeting is a partaker in,
that is, has fellowship with his evil works. One must not
fellowship a person or group when beliefs and practices
are opposed to scriptural teaching.

It is wrong for Christians to send their children to VBS's
conducted by denominational churches! It is wrong for a
member of the church to attend the regular meetings of
the denominational church that their spouse is a member
of! It is wrong for Christians to attend liberal churches of
Christ! God has always required His people to be separate
(Leviticus 20:7-8, 24, 36). The Israelites were to keep
themselves pure, separate and apart from sinful practices.
They were to be holy, because Jehovah their Lord was holy
(Leviticus 20:23). God expected His people to be sepa-
rated from the religious practices of other nations. He
banned them to intermarry, realizing that to intermarry
with idolaters would be to take the chance of being led
away from the one true God unto false worship (look at
Solomon). If it could happen to them, would it not be pos-
sible for it to happen to us? Denominationalism is a work
of darkness (Ephesians 5:11). Since it is a work of dark-
ness, we cannot fellowship it. Are we not fellowshipping it
when we allow our children to attend denominational
VBS's? Fellowship is joint participation. If our children at-
tend their VBS, then they are jointly participating in that
activity. Do you know what your children will be taught?
Why take the chance with our children's souls?

Are we not fellowshipping when a member of the
church attends the regular meetings of the denomina-
tional church that their spouse, family or friends are mem-
bers of? Some will say, if | attend with my spouse, family
or friends, then they will attend with me and may learn the
truth. God never approves of conversions by compromise.
Rather than compromising, the Bible says, “... contend
earnestly for the faith ...” (Jude 3). You simply cannot com-
promise and contend at the same time.

Denominationalism is a false religious system; it
teaches and practices error. We can safely say that idol
worship would be false worship and false doctrine. Fur-
ther, it may be said that God wants His people to have no
part with idol worship. But would that not also be true of
any other false religious belief or system? Division is con-
demned; false doctrine is condemned; those that teach
these false doctrines are to be rejected and not fellow-
shipped. So where does this leave the denominations? |
think the answer is apparent to all.

The Bible states we are to withdraw ourselves
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(fellowship) from those among our number who walk disor-
derly (2 Thessalonians 3:6), from those who live immoral
lives (1 Corinthians 5:11), from those who are heretics
(Titus 3:10). These are specific examples of those from
whom we are to withhold our fellowship. If we cannot fel-
lowship our own brethren who defy God by their ungodly
lives and teaching of error, how in the name of common

sense, and in the light of scripture, can we extend fellow-
ship to the denominational world that are in open rebellion
against God?

Brethren, because of our love for God, for His word, for
the church, for our souls, and the souls of others, let us be
ready always to declare, defend, and do God's willl “..
contend earnestly for the faith ...” (Jude 3). *

“Choose The Church Of Your Choice” - Is This A Scriptural Phrase?
By Jarrod Jacobs

Probably one of the most familiar phrases heard
among people today is: “choose the church of your
choice.” Billy Graham and others like him through the
years have said this. Most newspapers have such an ad-
monition in their “religion” section or “religion” page. In
fact, this is one of the “politically correct” things to say
these days. To reinforce this belief of choosing the “church
of your choice”, many people are taught to be saved and
then go join the church that they choose. We have heard
many times on the TV, radio, and other media that “ ‘so-
and-so’ church is what you are looking for” and other simi-
lar phrases. In fact, there is a church in Franklin, TN that
put on their sign, “The People’s Church.” Does the Bible
teach such a thing? Has God said that one can be saved
and then go join the church of his choice? Does God sanc-
tion each and every organization that has “church” on
their sign? Is He the author or promoter of these groups
that teach different and conflicting doctrines? What saith
the Scripture?

There Is Only One Church Mentioned In The Bible.

It is important for us to note that when the New Testa-
ment speaks of the church, it is mentioned consistently in
the singular. In Matthew 16:18, Jesus called her “my
church.” In Acts 2:47, the Lord added the saved to “the
church.” Paul called her “the church of God” (Acts 20:28).
Christ is “head of ... the church” (Col. 1:18; Eph. 1:22).
Paul said, “Christ is the head of the church, his body, and
is himself its savior. ... the church is subject unto Christ,
.... Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave himself up for her; That he might
sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, That he might present her to himself a glo-
rious church, ... that she might be holy and without blem-
ish” (Eph. 5:23-27). Please reread these verses, and note
the fact that the Lord’s church is singular in nature!

When Does One Become A Member Of The Lord’s Church?

Does the Bible teach that one can be saved one day,
and then “choose their church” another day? The apostle
Luke records that after the 3000 were baptized for the

remission of sins (Acts 2:36-41), that many continued to
submit to God’s plan of salvation. In Acts 2:47 we read,
“Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being
saved.” Here, we find the Lord doing the adding to His
church, and it happened when folks were saved! God adds
only the saved to the church, and adds none of the
unsaved to His church. One can only be a part of His
church when he is saved from his sins; and this adding is
done at that moment of salvation. There is no getting
around this.

What About All The Churches Mentioned
In The New Testament?

Yes, there are several churches mentioned in the Bible.
These include the churches at Ephesus and Corinth, the
churches of Galatia, the church at Rome, Philippi, etc.
However, this does not mean that they were all different
denominations teaching different and conflicting doc-
trines! These local congregations were composed of peo-
ple who had been saved (Acts 2:38), and then banded
together in a local area in order to do the work God gave
them to do. When they did this, they were still the “church
of God” (I Cor. 1:2) or the “churches of Christ” (Rom.
16:16). In fact, it is only in the local church setting that we
find one (Paul) “oining” the church at Jerusalem (Acts
9:26). In doing so, he was not taking his pick among Bap-
tist, Methodist, Catholic, Pentecostal, Presbyterian, Lu-
theran, Community Church, etc. Rather, since he had been
saved (Acts 22:16), and been added to the church by the
Lord (Acts 2:47), he had a desire to be a member of a
local congregation of God’s people. They knew nothing of
denominational divisions in the first century, but only of
the Lord’s church (Rom. 16:16). This is all that existed in
the first century!

Conclusion
Talk of joining the church of one’s choice only breeds
confusion and discord. Seeing that God is not the author
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of confusion (I Cor. 14:33); we know He cannot be behind
the denominations of this world. If we are going to please
God, we are going to have to be a part of the church of
GOD'’S choice rather than our own! Jesus established and

is the head of only one church (Col. 1:18). The Bible
teaches that it is this church or kingdom which will one
day be delivered up to God at the end of time (I Cor.
15:24). Therefore, we better make sure we are a part of
that one church if we are going to please God and spend

purchased only one church (Matt. 16:18; Acts 20:28). He eternity with Him in Heaven! credit: he 01d Paths - 3/11/12 *

"WHICH CHURCH SHOULD | ATTEND?"

One Where His Name Is Glorified

Acts 4:12 - No other name whereby we might be saved.
Acts 11:26 - God gave the name Christian
1 Peter 4:16 - We can glorify God in this name.

One Where His Teachings On Salvation Are Followed

John 14:6 - Only He is the way to heaven.

Hebrews 5:9 - All must obey Him to be saved.

John 8:24 - He said we must believe on Him.

Luke 13:3 - He said we must repent.

Matthew 10:32-33 - He said we must confess Him.
Mark 16:16 - He said we must be baptized to be saved.

One Where His Will Is Followed In Worship

John 4:24 - Worship must be sincere and proper actions.

Acts 20:7 - Lord's Supper on the first day of the week.

Colossians 3:16 - Singing praises to God.

Acts 2:42 - Prayer and teaching.

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Giving of our means on the first day of the week.

YOU SHOULD ATTEND THE CHURCH OF CHRIST "The churches of Christ salute you." (Romans 16:16) *

What Must | Do To Be Saved?

Hear and Learn - Rom. 10:17 m. 10:9-10 ; 1 Pet. 3:21 ; John 6:45; 17:3
Believe - Heb. 11:6; John 6:29; 8:24

Repent - Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30

Confess the Lord - Matt. 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10; 1 Pet. 3:21

Be Baptized - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; Gal. 3:26-27

Continue in the Apostles' Teaching - Acts 2:42; 2 Tim. 3:14-17
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