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"Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus"
By Jimmy Pettigrew

“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God" (Romans 3:23), wrote the apostle Paul. Sin then, for
all accountable persons, is a fact and a reality. "For the
wages of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). Sin separates one
from God (Isaiah 59:1-2). Is there any hope for man? How
could man be brought back in favor with God? Nothing but
the blood of Jesus could do it! "For if, when we were ene-
mies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his
life" (Romans 5:10). Knowing the results of sin as we do
should bring us to the realization of the great need of the
blood of Jesus Christ, since nothing but the blood of Jesus
is the remedy for sin. "What can wash away my sins, noth-
ing but the blood of Jesus." Let us look at some of the
benefits of the blood of Christ.

Nothing but the blood of Jesus provides for man's re-
demption. "In whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace" (Ephesians 1:7). To "redeem" means to buy
back. Christians have been "bought with a price" (1 Corin-
thians 6:20), and that price is the blood of Jesus Christ.
We have been redeemed "with the precious blood of
Christ" (1 Peter 1:19). Jesus paid His own blood. The
church was "purchased" with the blood of Christ (Acts
20:28).

Nothing but the blood of Jesus provides for man's sins
being washed away. "And from Jesus Christ, who is the
faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and
the prince of kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us,
and washed us from our sins in his own blood" (Revelation
1:5). Because Christ loves us, He washed us from our
sins. The means by which Christ released us from our sins
is by His blood.

Nothing but the blood of Jesus provides for man's justi-
fication. "Much more then, being now justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him" (Romans 5:9). To "justify" means to declare one free

of guilt; being guilty, man is in need of justification. Noth-
ing but the blood of Jesus Christ will take away the guilt of
sin.

Nothing but the blood of Jesus provides for man's rec-
onciliation. "For if, when we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life" (Romans 5:10).
The word "reconcile" means to be brought back to agree-
able conditions. Man, who became God's enemy to be-
cause of transgression, was brought back on friendly
terms with God, through the blood of Jesus Christ.

We know that the blood of Jesus is essential to man's
salvation; then how can one contract the blood of Christ?
Jesus shed His blood in His death (John 19:34). The only
blood that can save and cleanse us is that which He shed
in His death. And the only way we can reach that blood is
said to be when we are baptized into His death! Paul, in
his epistle to the church in Rome, pens the following
words: "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized
into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life" (Romans 6:3-4). Until one is baptized into Christ
(Galatians 3:26-27) and His death (Romans 6:3-4), he has
not contacted the powerful, cleansing blood! Some people
say we don't need to be baptized, that we are saved by
grace only, and | would agree that we are saved by grace
(Ephesians 2:8-10). Question: Where is grace found?
"Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus" (2 Timothy 2:1). Grace is found in Christ!
How do we get in Christ? One is baptized into Christ (Gal.
3:26-27). No sectarian preacher can point to a single pas-
sage that shows entrance into Christ by another means
than baptism! “What can wash away my sins, Nothing but
the blood of Jesus.” We have access to that blood! *
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“Christmas: Separating Myth From Truth”
By Jarrod Jacobs

Every December, folks the world-over engage in per-
petuating a myth. This myth is the so-called “Christmas
Story.” This myth says that Jesus Christ was born on the
night of December 25th to a virgin named Mary, and her
husband, Joseph. They tried to get a room in Bethlehem
for the night, but there was no room for them in the inn, so
she had her baby in a stable, and laid him in a manger.
Soon after, three wise men and some shepherds, who had
been following a special star, appeared at the stable to
worship the Christ-child. Jesus was special because He
came to bring peace to the nations. Therefore, all of hu-
manity needs to stop on December 25th and worship God
and remember the birth of the Christ-child. Remembering
can include singing “Happy birthday” to Jesus, offering a
prayer, or any religiously-minded thing one would like to do
in His honor.

The above story has some basic facts correct. For ex-
ample, the fact that Jesus was born into this world is true
(Matt. 1; Lk. 2). His mother was a virgin named Mary (Isa.
7:14; Lk. 1:26-35), and she was married to a man named
Joseph (Matt. 1:18; Lk. 1:27). Jesus was born in Bethle-
hem in the days when Rome ruled the world (Matt. 2:1; Lk.
2:1-7), and He would eventually die as a sacrifice for the
sins of the world (Jn. 1:29).

The details beyond this basic truth of Christ’s birth are
where the myth begins. Sadly, many of my brethren are
falling for the fantasy as well. What do | mean by “myth”
and “fantasy”? Let us take a close look at what men call
the “Christmas story” and see what myths are being told
today.

Myth #1: Calling The Event Of Christ’s Birth The
“Christmas Story”.

TRUTH: The word “Christmas” is an Old English word
which means “The Mass of Christ”. It had its beginnings,
not with the Bible, but with the Catholic church. When
looking back into history, we find that “there is no month
of the year not assigned by some writer as that of Christ’s
birth” (St. Louis Register, [Catholic publication], Nov. 11,
1955). Historic study also shows that a celebration of the
birth of Christ was not celebrated until the 3rd or 4th cen-
tury (The New Schaff-Herzog Religious Encyclopedia, Vol.
I, p. 47; Walker Williston, A History of the Christian
Church, p. 169). In other words, this celebration did not
have its origin in the New Testament! Celebrating Christ’s
birthday was not done by the apostles, nor taught by the

apostles, but began centuries after the apostles died.

The decision to celebrate a birthday for Christ on De-
cember 25th was made by the Catholic church. Liberius, a
bishop in the Catholic church (considered by Catholics to
be one of the early Catholic popes), ordered December
25th to be adopted as the date for the celebration of the
birth of Christ in the year 354 A.D. (World Book Encyclope-
dia; Encyclopedia Britannica; Collier's Encyclopedia).
“December 25 was already a festive day for the sun god
Mithra and appealed to the Christians as an appropriate
date to commemorate the birth of Jesus, the ‘Light of the
World.”” (The Lincoln Library of Essential Information).

Myth #2: Jesus Was Born On December 25th.

TRUTH: The exact day of Christ's birth was never re-
vealed by God. As we saw above, the Roman Catholics
declared that December 25th is Christ’'s birthday. How-
ever, when studying Scripture, the only clue we are given
concerning a time of year for the Lord’s birth is the record
Luke gives us when he speaks of the time of taxing or cen-
sus that the Romans did, as well as the fact that the shep-
herds were in the fields in this time of year (Lk. 2:1-8).
Based upon these facts, some have conjectured that
Christ’'s birth was in the spring rather than December.
Nevertheless, anyone who wishes to state with any cer-
tainty what day Christ was born is perpetuating a myth.
God never revealed to man this aspect of Christ’s life on
earth (Deut. 29:29; | Pet. 4:11).

Myth #3: The Shepherds Followed A Star To Find Jesus.

Some folks leave us with the impression that all parties
interested in finding Christ followed a star to find Jesus
the night He was born. TRUTH: The shepherds were not
even looking for the Messiah when they were told Christ
was born “in the city of David”. They were busy watching
their flock when Christ was born. The angels said in order
to find the Messiah, they needed to find a baby lying in a
manger and “wrapped in swaddling clothes” (Lk. 2:11-12).
After this visit from the angels, the shepherds then went to
find the Christ, and found Him as the angel had said (Lk.
2:15-17). The shepherds, though, never followed a star to
find the Lord.

To be continued next week, Lord willing....

Credit: The Old Paths - 12/8/13 ¢
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“Christmas: Separating Myth From Truth”
By Jarrod Jacobs

We continue our study we began last week concerning
the myths and truth surrounding this day men have
named “Christmas”. The first three points were made in
last week’s bulletin, so if you missed it, just ask me, and |
will give you a copy. Continuing with the myths and truth
surrounding December 25th, let us notice the following.

Myth #4: The Wise Men Saw Jesus On The Night He Was
Born.

Generally, on any “Christmas Card”, TV ad, billboard,
etc., one sees in December, the “Nativity scene” depicted
is the same. These will depict the shepherds and wise
men together visiting the Lord Jesus on the night of His
birth. TRUTH: The shepherds were there the night of
Christ’s birth (Lk. 2:8-17). The wise men, however, were
not present that night. In fact, the Bible reveals that the
wise men were not present until some time after His birth.

Just like the exact date of Christ’s birth, the exact day
the wise men visited Jesus, Mary, and Joseph is unknown.
What we do know is that these wise men followed a star to
find the Messiah (Matt. 2:2). However, they went to Jeru-
salem instead of Bethlehem (Matt. 2:1). When they went
to Jerusalem and inquired about the “King of the Jews”,
they met Herod who had no idea or concern about His
birth - until he perceived the “threat” from a King (Matt.
2:2-4)! The wise men and scribes told Herod about the
prophecy of a coming Messiah and then the wise men told
Herod when they had first seen the star in the sky (Matt.
2:7).

Further evidence of these wise men not coming on the
exact day of Christ’s birth is seen when we find the wise
men going to Bethlehem and following the star to the
“house” where Christ and His parents were (Matt. 2:11).
Note these folks were not outside with the animals. Jesus
was not lying in a manger, or feed trough. They were in a
house in Bethlehem. Chronologically, by this time, Joseph
and Mary had already taken Jesus to Jerusalem, and they
had already seen Simeon and Anna (Lk. 2:22-38). Thus,
he is older than forty days. Folks like brother J.W.
McGarvey have suggested that six months had elapsed
since the star had appeared (Four-Fold Gospel The, p. 51).
Another reason for this explanation is due to the inclusive
nature of Herod’s edict when he commanded the baby
boys “two years old and under” to be killed (Matt. 2:16). If
the wise men were there the night of Christ’s birth, all that
is necessary is for Herod to kill all the newborns. For

Herod to pass such an edict means the wise men must
have arrived at some later time in order to worship Christ
(Matt. 2:2).

Myth #5: There Were Three Wise Men

TRUTH: This is perhaps the most well-known and uni-
versally accepted myth surrounding the birth of Christ.
Folks read about the three gifts the wise men brought
(gold, frankincense, myrrh) and assume this means only
three men were present (Matt. 2:11). Some have gone so
far as to name the wise men who visited Christ! Again,
their names are unknown in the Bible. It is a pretty broad
assumption when one assumes that Jesus receiving three
kinds of gifts translates to only three wise men being pre-
sent! The only thing we know is that there were a plurality
of wise men who came to worship Jesus at Bethlehem
(Matt. 2:2, 11).

Myth #6: Jesus Came To Bring World Peace

When the shepherds were met by the angels, they
heard these words of exaltation and praise: “Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward
men” (Lk. 2:14). Was this a declaration that Christ came
to bring peace between nations? If it is, then Christ has
failed miserably at this work! Furthermore, Christ said, “/
have not come to bring peace, but a sword” (Matt. 10:34).
So, which is it? Did He come to bring peace, as the angels
said, or to bring a sword as He said?

TRUTH: These statements are not contradictory. It is
just that the peace under discussion was not a peace be-
tween men, but the peace that needs to be enjoyed be-
tween God and man. Ephesians 2:15 declares Christ
made peace when he broke down the “middle wall of par-
tition”. The peace of Luke 2 was not promised to be seen
in physical nations; but it is enjoyed on a spiritual level.
Yes, a peaceful coexistence is possible between men (Col.
3:11; Rom. 12:18). However, this happens when we are at
peace with God, first! This is what Christ came to estab-
lish, not necessarily peace between nations of men.

Myth #7: Christ Wants Us To Celebrate His Birthday.

To suggest that Christ does not want His birthday cele-
brated is almost “anathema” in some circles. Yet, there is

Continued on Page Four
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nowhere in Scripture where Christ or the apostles made it
clear that Christ’s birthday is to be celebrated. TRUTH: All
the things necessary for pleasing God today have been
revealed in Scripture (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3; 1 Pet.
4:11; etc.). A simple perusal of Scripture will show that the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ is what the New
Testament continually emphasizes. Seeing that Christians
are people who act according to what God has revealed (I
Pet. 4:11), then we need to reject any teaching or practice
that has not been revealed in Scripture (Deut. 29:29). The
day of Christ’s birth, a need for celebrating such, etc., are
things which have not been revealed by God. Therefore,
let us stop perpetuating these myths!

Myth #8: Mary Is A Perpetual Virgin

While we are noting the Catholic origins and various
myths behind a religious observance of the “Christmas
Story”, then we must also note the false doctrine related
to Christ’s birth where some say that Mary was a perpet-
ual virgin. Yes, there are many who deny Mary had any
other children after Jesus. TRUTH: Mary did not remain a
virgin, and she had several more children after her first-
born Son, Jesus (Lk. 2:7), was born.

Matthew 13:55-56 records an occasion when the peo-
ple listening to Him were “astonished” (Matt. 13:54). At
this, they asked, “Where did this man get this wisdom and
these mighty works? Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not
his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James
and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his
sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these
things?” Note that in this short section, the people named
four brothers Christ had, and spoke of Him having a plural-
ity of sisters! Matthew 12:46 also speaks of Christ’s
mother and brothers.

No, Mary was not a “perpetual virgin”. She had several

other children in addition to her eldest, Jesus.
Conclusion

Certainly, we could name other myths associated with
the birth of Christ. Yet, | hope these will help open our
eyes to the truth. | write these things, not to diminish the
glory, beauty, and truth concerning Christ’s birth. Rather, it
is written to help us put things in perspective. Let us be
satisfied with what God has said, and not delve into areas
where God has been silent (Deut. 29:29; Col. 3:17; | Pet.
4:11)!

The birth of Christ takes its place as a momentous
event in mankind’s history. Yet, we need to understand
that the birth of Christ means nothing if He did not die on
the cross!!! If our Lord would have died a “natural death,”
if He had died of “old age and complications,” then His
birth would have meant nothing. It is because of our
Lord’s sacrificial death on the cross that His birth has
meaning. As Jesus stood falsely accused before Pilate,
facing an unjust and cruel death at the hands of sinners,
He said, “To this end was | born, and for this cause came |
into the world, that | should bear witness unto the truth.
Every one that is of the truth hears my voice” (Jn. 18:36).
His birth was celebrated by the angels, and by men be-
cause of what He was going to do, i.e. die as a sacrifice for
men, and bring salvation to all (Lk. 2:28-35, 36-38). Even
if men did not completely understand this at the time
(Matt. 16:21-22), this was the purpose for the celebration
of His birth by the angels. The “peace,” the “good will,”
etc.,, (Lk. 2:14) is realized by those who are Chris-
tians! Because of this, we find repeated emphasis placed,
not upon Christ’s birth, but upon His death for all man-
kind. Remembering the death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ is what is revealed in the Scriptures (Matt.
26:28; 1 Cor. 11:24-25; Rom. 6:3-6, 16-18; etc.); but ob-
serving His birth religiously (on December 25th, or any day
of the year) is not! creqit: The o1d Paths - 12/15/13 *

Truth is truth even if no one believes it.
Error is error if everyone believes it.
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