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“BEYE SEPARATE”
By Jimmy Pettigrew

Is it right to attend revivals or meetings held by denomi-
nations? Is it right for a member of the church to attend
the regular meetings of the denominations? Our appeal
should not be to human feelings or thought. We need to
go to God's Word to find the answer to these questions
(Jeremiah 10:23, Isaiah 55:8-9). We MUST have the atti-
tude of accepting what GOD says in His Word, even if that
means we must give up our own ideas.

God has always required His people to be separate.
"But | have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and |
will give it unto you to possess it, a land that floweth with
milk and honey: | am the Lord your God, which have sepa-
rated you from other people," Leviticus 20:24. God ex-
pected His people to be separated from the religious prac-
tices of other nations. He forbade them to intermarry, real-
izing that to intermarry with idolaters would be to take the
chance of being led away from the one true God unto false
worship. (Solomon is good example.) If it could happen to
them, would it not be possible for it to happen to us?

We can safely say that idol worship would be a false
worship and false doctrine. Further, it may be said that
God wants His people to have no part with idol worship.
But would that not also be true of any other false religious
belief or system? Denominationalism is a false system. It
teaches and practices error. What is said in the Bible con-
cerning idolatry, and the fact that God's people should
have no part in it must also be said of denominationalism.

| hear, "If | attend a denominational meeting with a
friend, then they may attend with me and hear the truth."
Is this a valid reason? Are they acceptable to God? "And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them," Ephesians 5:11. Fellowship is
not open to everyone without limitations or restriction. The
language of conditionality is especially clear in 1 John 1:7.

We are not to participate in, or share in the unfruitful
works of darkness. This would include the idea that we are
not to encourage, approve, endorse, or support such
works, but rather reprove them, expose them (John 3:20).
"Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause
divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye
have learned; and avoid them. For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the
simple," Romans 16:17-18. We are commanded to mark
them and avoid them that are contrary to the doctrine. We
cannot have fellowship with those who walk in darkness.
Those who are outside the light of Christ are not my peo-
ple to have fellowship with!

Another principle we need to recognize is the fact that
God never approves of conversions by compromise.
Rather than compromising and saying, "If you attend our
meeting, we will attend yours," the Bible says, "Contend
earnestly for the faith...," Jude 3. Not once in the New Tes-
tament do we have any example of any New Testament
Christian compromising in such a way with God's approval.
You simply cannot compromise and contend at the same
time. If someone attends our meeting and obeys the gos-
pel as a result of hearing the Word of God, it is not be-
cause you compromised and attended with them so that
they would attend with you; but, it is in spite of your com-
promise. God's word is the power to save a soul (Romans
1:16; John 8:32; James 1:21). Compromise has never
won a soul to Christ. Rather than compromise winning non
-Christians to Christ, the Holy Spirit says it is the manner of
life that the Christian lives (1 Peter 3:1-2).

I hope this will stimulate your thinking and study of
God's Word. If we want to make heaven our home, we
need to think like God thinks and do those things the way
God wants! ¢

None are so empty as those who are full
Of themselves *
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“What The Empty Tomb Means”
By Jarrod Jacobs

Some 2000 years ago, Jesus gave His dear life as a
sacrifice for the sin of the world (Jn. 1:29). He was cruci-
fied between two thieves, cruelly mocked, spat upon, and
cursed. When He died, He was laid in a new tomb belong-
ing to Joseph of Arimathea (Mk. 15:43-47), there to await
His resurrection on the third day. The account of Mary
Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, the other
women, and the apostles finding Jesus' tomb empty is
found in Matthew 28:1-10, Mark 16:1-11, Luke 24:1-12,
and John 20:1-10. The women came to anoint Jesus'
body, but found that the stone had been rolled away, and
spoke to an angel who said that Jesus had risen from the
dead.

Why study this? It is because the empty tomb that the
women and apostles saw declares many lessons for us
today. In talking to people about Christ, we find that many
do not believe that Jesus is real (historically or otherwise).
Others believe that He was a real MAN, but nothing more,
and did not rise from the dead.

This empty tomb means something to Christians. It is
important and necessary, and has great value to all those
who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. What does the
empty tomb mean?

Death Is Conquered.

Jesus has become the “firstfruits of them that slept” (I
Cor. 15:20). Jesus resurrected to “proclaim light both to
our people and to the Gentiles” (Acts 26:23). Colossians
1:18 declares that Christ’s resurrection gives Him the pre-
eminence in all things. Hebrews 2:9 shows us that Christ
tasted death for every man. Therefore, Christians have
nothing to fear in death.

Jesus promised that death itself would not stop the
church from coming into existence (Matt. 16:18). In de-
claring that death is conquered through Jesus’ death we
sometimes sing, “Up From The Grave He Arose” (Sacred
Selections, #155; “Hymns For Worship”, #174). This song
reinforces our hope we have in death that others do not
have.

In writing on the subject of death and the resurrection
of all mankind, Paul said, “For this perishable body must
put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on
immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperish-
able, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come

to pass the saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up
in victory.” ‘O death, where is your victory? O death, where
is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of
sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:53-57).

Why not look into the tomb, and see the victory that
Christ has given to all since He arose from the dead!

Salvation Belongs To All.

Before Christ, men could only labor to keep the Old
Testament (Mosaic) Law. They offered animal sacrifices to
atone for their sins, but this was not enough (Heb. 10:1-4).
“Animal sacrifices could not atone because they were not
of the same nature with those who sinned. They were not
of sufficient value to make satisfaction for the affronts
done to the justice and government of God.” (The Treasury
of Scripture Knowledge, p. 162). Before Christ, the people
had to keep certain feasts and rituals that no one could
fully obey (Acts 15:10; Gal. 5:1). And at this time, only the
Jews were considered God’s covenant people (Gen. 17).

Seeing that Jesus gave His life, shed His blood, and
arose from the dead, He offers salvation to everyone. Je-
sus says to all, “Come to me, all who labour and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for | am gentle and lowly in heart: and you will
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my bur-
den is light” (Matt. 11:28-30). In Mark 16:15, Jesus in-
structed His apostles to “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature.” In Colossians 1:5-6, 23, we
read that this command was carried out! Paul declared
that “every creature which is under heaven” heard the
gospel. Jesus wanted no one to be ignorant of His will, and
neither should we.

Looking into the book of Acts, we see that the Jews,
Samaritans, and Gentiles were given the opportunity to
hear God's word preached (Acts 2, 8, 10-11)! Peter de-
clared, “For the promise is for you, and for your children,
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our
God calls to himself” (Acts 2:39). This means everyone!

One last passage to consider is found in Romans 5:8.
“But God shows his love for us, in that, while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” God’s plan for salvation was
put in motion and fulfilled though we did nothing, and

Continued on Page Three
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Continued from Page Two, “What The Empty Tomb Means”

have done nothing to deserve it! Yet, as the empty tomb
stands open, we know that everyone has the invitation to
come and obey Jesus and have salvation just as we have
it.

Life's Trials Are Worth It.

We may get run-down, and fed up with life at times, but
remember what Jesus did for us. It is nothing strange, or
new to suffer persecution in one form or another for
Christ. The question is, how do we handle the inevitable?

While on this earth, Jesus made it clear that, “If the
world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated
you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as
its own; but because you are not of the world, but | chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Re-
member the word that | said to you: ‘A servant is not
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will
also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also
keep yours” (Jn. 15:18-20). Paul said, “Indeed, all who
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be perse-
cuted” (Il Tim. 3:12). Notice he did not say that there was
a “good chance” for persecution, or that it “might” hap-
pen, but those who live godly SHALL suffer persecution.

Regardless of what others might think, the tragedy is
not in the suffering of the persecution (I Pet. 4:16). The
tragedy is if we are suffering these things, and Christ did
not rise from the dead! Paul said that Jesus was seen by
Peter, the twelve, over 500 brethren at one time, James,
and himself after His resurrection (I Cor. 15:5-8). He then
says that if Jesus did not rise from the dead the third day,
then our preaching is vain, our faith is vain, the apostles
are liars, we are yet in our sins, those already dead are
perished, and we are of all men most miserable (I Cor.
15:12-19). How could we justify all of our labors and strug-
gles if the tomb is not empty? Seeing that Jesus rose the
third day, our sufferings are not in vain!

Jesus Told The Truth.

Throughout Jesus’ preaching, He prophesied of His
coming death, burial, and resurrection, and that He was
(is) indeed the Son of God. A few passages that declare
this are: Matthew 12:38-40; Matthew 16:21; John 8:24,
58-59; John 10:30-36; and John 18:36-37.

That empty tomb forever tells mankind that the Son of
God walked this earth, told us the truth about all things,
that He loves us and wants to save us!!

If we can believe that Jesus told us the truth on these
things, why do we not believe Him on the other things He
teaches in His word? There has been much dispute over
certain parts of the Bible for many years. Obviously, Jesus
did not teach two or more conflicting doctrines, but spoke
the Truth consistently. Knowing this, and knowing that He
told us the truth about His death, burial, and resurrection;
why can we not believe His teachings on other subjects,
i.e. The plan of salvation (Mk. 16:16), the organization and
work of the church (Rom. 14:17), Hell being a reality
(Matt. 24:33), and that not everyone will be in Heaven
(Matt. 7:21-23)?

Jesus has told us the Truth; the empty tomb shows us
this. He is the Son of God, and He has done everything
possible to lead us to Heaven. The question is will we do
those things He requires?

Conclusion

The stone wasn’t rolled back so Jesus could escape the
tomb. It was rolled back so we could look in!!! Have you
looked with the eye of faith into that empty tomb? Do you
understand what the empty tomb means? | pray that we
might all come to a better understanding of what the
empty tomb means to Christians and to the world.

Credit: The OId Paths - 6/24/12 *

SUPPOSE - JUST SUPPOSE

Yes, just suppose that next Sunday Jesus stood at the end of the pew where you sit as you were about to place your
offering in the collection plate, and just suppose that instead of the collection plate, he held out his hand, the hand
that was nailed to the cross for you. Would you be willing to place your offering in that nail pierced hand?

Could you look upon that face stained with blood from the thorn pricked brow; see the body that was beaten and
placed upon the cross, could you do this, look him in the eye and say, “Lord I’'m giving all | can”?

Suppose as you looked upon Jesus, with the torn hands and feet, the beaten body, the pierced side and head
crowned with thorns, he said to you, This is how | showed my love to love. *
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THE ONE BODY

The church is the body of Christ, "And he is the head of the body, the church (Col. 1:18). There is only one body, one
church. "And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all” (Eph. 1:22-23). The New Testament teaches that there is only one body;
this one body is the church. We are "fellow heirs of the same body” (Eph. 3:6). We are "reconciled to God in one
body" (Eph. 2:16). Christ is founder of only one church. "Upon this rock | will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). Jesus did
not say that we would build a church, His church or one of His churches. He said, "I will build my church.” The word
"church" signifies singularity. Jesus did not build many different churches, but one! None should encourage any to seek
the church of your choice, but the church of Christ's choice, that is, the one that is Christ-built, blood-bought (Acts
20:28), the one in which He is the Saviour of (Eph. 5:23).

Since there is one, and only one church and since Christ saves only those in that one church; thus, if one living to-
day is not a member of that church (Rom. 16:16), then he is not saved. *

“0To Be Like Thee”

| WILL:

LIKE PAUL - Forget those things which are behind and press forward. (Philippians 2:13-14)
LIKE DAVID - Lift up mine eyes unto the hills, whence cometh my help. (Psalm 121)

LIKE ABRAHAM - Trust implicitly in God. (Hebrews 11:17).

LIKE ENOCH - Walk in daily fellowship with my heavenly Father. (Genesis 5:18)

-borrowed- *

THINKABOUT IT!

When a farmer stops plowing his land, stops planting seed, and stops harvesting his crops, he has stopped doing
those things that identify him as being a farmer. When a Christian stops attending worship services regularly, stops
studying, stops giving as he has been prospered, and has stopped working for the Lord, he has stopped being a Chris-
tian because he has stopped doing those things that identify him as a Christian. "By their fruits ye shall know
them," (Matthew 7:20). ¢

What Must | Do To Be Saved?

Hear and Learn - Rom. 10:17 m. 10:9-10 ; 1 Pet. 3:21 ; John 6:45; 17:3
Believe - Heb. 11:6; John 6:29; 8:24

Repent - Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30

Confess the Lord - Matt. 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10; 1 Pet. 3:21

Be Baptized - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; Gal. 3:26-27

Continue in the Apostles' Teaching - Acts 2:42; 2 Tim. 3:14-17
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