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Have No Fellowship
By Jimmy Pettigrew

Is it right to attend revivals or meetings held by denomi-
nations? Is it right for a member of the church to attend
the regular meetings of other denominations? Our appeal
should not be to human feelings or thought. We need to
go to God's Word to find the answer to these questions
(Jeremiah 10:23; Isaiah 55:8-9). We MUST have the atti-
tude of accepting what GOD says in His Word, even if that
means we must give up our own ideas.

God has always required His people to be separate.
"But | have said unto you, Ye shall inherit their land, and |
will give it unto you to possess it, a land flowing with milk
and honey: | am Jehovah your God, who hath separated
you from the peoples," (Leviticus 20:24). God expected
His people to be separated from the religious practices of
other nations. He forbade them to intermarry, realizing
that to intermarry with idolaters would be to take the
chance of being led away from the one true God unto false
worship. (Solomon is good example.) If it could happen to
them, would it not be possible for it to happen to us?

We can safely say that idol worship would be a false
worship and false doctrine. Further, it may be said that
God wants His people to have no part with idol worship.
But would that not also be true of any other false religious
belief or system? Denominationalism is a false system. It
teaches and practices error. What is said in the Bible con-
cerning idolatry, and the fact that God's people should
have no part in it must also be said of denominationalism.

| hear, "If | attend a denominational meeting with a
friend, then they may attend with me and hear the truth."
Is this a valid reason? Are they acceptable to God? "And
have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them," (Ephesians 5:11). Fellowship is
not open to everyone without limitations or restriction. The

language of conditionally is especially clear in 1 John 1:7.
We are not to participate in, or share in the unfruitful
works of darkness. This would include the idea that we are
not to encourage, approve, endorse, or support such
works, but rather reprove them, expose them (John 3:20).
"Now | beseech you, brethren, mark them that are causing
the divisions and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the
doctrine which ye learned: and turn away from them. For
they that are such serve not our Lord Christ, but their own
belly; and by their smooth and fair speech they beguile
the hearts of the innocent," (Romans 16:17-18). We are
commanded to mark them and avoid them that are con-
trary to the doctrine. We cannot have fellowship with those
who walk in darkness. Those who are outside the light of
Christ are not my people to have fellowship with!

Another principle we need to recognize is the fact that
God never approves of conversions by compromise.
Rather than compromising and saying, "If you attend our
meeting, we will attend yours," the Bible says, "Contend
earnestly for the faith ...,” (Jude 3). Not once in the New
Testament do we have any example of any New Testa-
ment Christian compromising in such a way with God's
approval. You simply cannot compromise and contend at
the same time. If someone attends our meeting and obeys
the gospel as a result of hearing the Word of God, it is not
because you compromised and attended with them so
that they would attend with you; but, it is in spite of your
compromise. God's Word is the power to save a soul
(Romans 1:16; John 8:32; James 1:21). Compromise has
never won a soul to Christ. Rather than compromise win-
ning non-Christians to Christ, the Holy Spirit says it is the
manner of life that the Christian lives (1 Peter 3:1-2).

If we want to make heaven our home, we need to think
like God thinks and do those things the way God wants! +

It seems a lot of people use religion as they do the city bus;
They ride on it only as long as it is going the way they want to go.
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When Men Love Sin and Error
By Larry Ray Hafley

"An appalling and horrible thing has happened in the
land: The prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule
on their own authority; and my people love to have it
so" (Jer. 5:30-31).

Unfortunately, this was not the last time that the Lord's
people loved error more than truth.

It has happened in these "last days," too (2 Tim. 3:1-5;
4:3-4). We are not shocked or surprised when ungodly
men love fables more than the faith, but we often are
stunned to learn that the people of God also "love to have
it so."

Note that men do not cease to preach; they do not quit
serving and ruling. No, they continue to teach religious
principles and to offer sacrifices. This is part of the deceit.
None have become atheists; none have said they are re-
jecting God. On the contrary, they present a form of godli-
ness. They assure us of their honesty and integrity in
things divine. However, their words are not from God. Their
works and worship are based upon human authority. They
mix the holy with the human, the faith with fables, the
sacred with the secular. Their amalgamated religion ap-
peals to the flesh. Its allurement is that it melds and welds
the spiritual and the sensual, allowing men to "have it
both ways."

This spirit is the essence of all human religion. It per-
meates the traditions of Catholicism and dominates the

additions of denominationalism. That does not come as a
revelation to children of God, but that such a spirit should
infiltrate and penetrate the kingdom of God is indeed "an
appalling and horrible thing." It is made worse when "my
people love to have it so."

Is it so among us? Are we feeding on the word of God,
being led and fed by it? Are we worshipping "in spirit and
in truth," serving God "acceptably with reverence and
godly fear" (John 4:24; Heb. 12:28)?

Or, are we flirting with a gospel of convenience, one
that winks at "borderline" sins and excuses "slight" depar-
tures and changes in our service to God? Do we demand
that preaching be conformed to our life style, rather than
conforming our lives to the truth? Do we chafe and de-
velop a rash on our hearts when purity and holiness de-
manded by the word of God contradicts our manner of
life? Are we offended by calls for modesty in our attitudes
and actions and in our dress and demeanor before the
watching world?

Do preachers blunt and dull the edge of the Spirit's
sword? Do elders "back off" from directly and decisively
confronting error? Do preachers and pastors seek peace
at the expense of purity? Do they seek harmony at the
expense of holiness? If they do, do we tolerate and con-
done it? If so, "an appalling and horrible thing has hap-
pened," and we cannot escape the judgment of God!

Credit: www.moodychurchofchrist.com *

THE SIN OF DOING NOTHING

He made no mistakes and took no wrong roads;
He never fumbled the ball;

He never went down beneath the load.

He lost no hard fights in defense of the right;
He never bled with his back to the wall.

He never fell faint in his climb to the light;
He simply did nothing at all.

So death came nigh, for life slipped away,
And he feared for the Judgment Hall.

When they asked him why, he said with sigh:
"I simply did nothing at all."

So, God will pardon your blunders, my friend,
And regard with pity your fall.

But the one big sin that surely means Hell,

Is simply to do nothing at all. *
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“How Valuable Is The Kingdom?”
By Jarrod Jacobs

We are aware of the fact that Jesus used parables as a
primary means of teaching when He was on earth. This
was not an arbitrary decision. Rather, Jesus spoke in par-
ables so that He might fulfill Old Testament prophecy.
(Matt. 13:34-35). The primary purpose or focus in these
parables was the coming kingdom. Jesus therefore, spent
time preparing those following Him for the kingdom that
was “at hand” or near (Mk. 1:14-15). Two parables re-
corded in Matthew 13 show us just how valuable the king-
dom is to Christ and ought to be to us.

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure
hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up.
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pear! of great
value, went and sold all he had and bought it” (Matt.
13:44-46, ESV). Notice the similarities in these parables.
1) In both parables, we find men who are willing to sell all
they possessed in order to obtain that which they did not
have. 2) Both men could see the value in the items pur-
chased (treasure/pearl), and realized that what they sacri-
ficed in order to purchase the items would be worth it.
Though the men found their items in different ways, and
though the initial motive in each case was different; the
response was the same when the item was discovered.
The men sacrificed everything in order to obtain the pos-
sessions.

Now, please remember the focus of the parable. It was
not instruction on how to buy land or how to buy pearls.
Rather, it was to show men the true value of the kingdom
of God! The kingdom was worth the sacrifice of everything
in order to obtain it. Friend, what is our estimation of the
Lord’s kingdom? Unlike Christ who preached the kingdom
was “at hand” or near (Mk. 1:14-15), we today preach the
truth that the kingdom of God exists and is present among
men (Col. 1:13, 4:11; Rom. 14:17; Acts 14:22, 8:12; etc.)!

The kingdom of God of which we speak is not yet to
come in a future time, but came with power (Mk. 9:1)
when the Holy Spirit came upon the Apostles (Acts 1:8) in
Acts 2:4. Thus, the kingdom of God has been in existence
since Acts 2. The promise of a kingdom spoken by the
prophet Isaiah (2:2-4) was fulfilled in Acts 2 when the gos-
pel was preached and men and women were converted
and added to the church (Acts 2:36-47). This church was
purchased with the blood of Christ (Acts 20:28) and will
see no end. | Corinthians 15:24 promises that this same

kingdom will one day be “delivered up” to God at the end
of time.

Now, what value do we place upon the kingdom? In the
parables, Jesus said belonging to the kingdom meant sac-
rificing all in order to obtain this relationship. Yet, what
value do we place upon it? Am | willing to sacrifice:

" Family relations in order to be in the kingdom? Jesus
said, “Whoever loves father or mother more than me
is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daugh-
ter more than me is not worthy of me” (Matt. 10:37).

" What | consider “important” in order to be in the king-
dom? Can we agree with what the apostle Paul
wrote? “But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for
the sake of Christ. Indeed, | count everything as loss
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of
all things and count them as rubbish, in order that |
may gain Christ” (Phil. 3:7-8). Can we agree with what
Jesus said and “cut off” even those things closest to
us if it means eternity with Him and avoiding Hell
(Matt. 5:29-30, 18:8)?

" Possessions in order to be in the kingdom? “But seek
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness and
all these things (the things mentioned in v. 25, 28,
31, JJ) will be added to you” (Matt. 6:33). Look again
at the parables in Matthew 13:44-46. These men
willingly sold ALL THEY HAD in order to obtain the one
thing that was of the greatest importance! What
would we do?

What are we willing to sacrifice? Do we say, “This far,
and no further” when it comes to sacrifices for the Lord (I
Pet. 2:5)? Are we only willing to sacrifice the things we are
willing to give up anyway? Are we like the Jews in Malachi
who gave the Lord the blind, lame, and sick for
“sacrifices” (Mal. 1:8)? How we need to have the attitude
of David who said, “I will not offer burnt offerings to the
Lord my God that cost me nothing” (Il Sam. 24:24). Some
may think this attitude is “crazy”, or that | am being a
“fanatic.” Let them contend with the Lord on this matter,
for it is His word we speak.

How much value do we place upon the Lord’'s king-
dom? The answer to this question influences future deci-
sions we make as children of God. Let us place the same
value upon the kingdom that Christ did. In so doing, we

Continued on Page Four
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Continued from Page Three, “How Valuable Is The Kingdom?”

for an eternity with God. credit: www.southside-churchofchrist.com *

will be focusing on the right things and preparing our souls

"WHICH CHURCH SHOULD | ATTEND?"

One Where His Name Is Glorified

Acts 4:12 - No other name whereby we might be saved.
Acts 11:26 - God gave the name Christian
1 Peter 4:16 - We can glorify God in this name.

One Where His Teachings On Salvation Are Followed

John 14:6 - Only He is the way to heaven.

Hebrews 5:9 - All must obey Him to be saved.

John 8:24 - He said we must believe on Him.

Luke 13:3 - He said we must repent.

Matthew 10:32-33 - He said we must confess Him.
Mark 16:16 - He said we must be baptized to be saved.

One Where His Will Is Followed In Worship

John 4:24 - Worship must be sincere and proper actions.

Acts 20:7 - Lord's Supper on the first day of the week.

Colossians 3:16 - Singing praises to God.

Acts 2:42 - Prayer and teaching.

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Giving of our means on the first day of the week.

YOU SHOULD ATTEND THE CHURCH OF CHRIST "The churches of Christ salute you." (Romans 16:16)

Either the Bible will keep you from sin . ..
Or sin will keep you from the Bible.

What Must | Do To Be Saved?

Hear and Learn - Rom. 10:17 m. 10:9-10 ; 1 Pet. 3:21 ; John 6:45; 17:3
Believe - Heb. 11:6; John 6:29; 8:24

Repent - Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30

Confess the Lord - Matt. 10:32-33; Romans 10:9-10; 1 Pet. 3:21

Be Baptized - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; Gal. 3:26-27

Continue in the Apostles' Teaching - Acts 2:42; 2 Tim. 3:14-17
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