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     This is a question that is asked of the 

members of the church of Christ from time to 

time. I feel the best way in answering this 

question is with some questions. Jesus did 

this often when He was confronted with 

scribes and elders. Notice one example in 

Mark 11:27-33; “And they come again to 

Jerusalem: and as he was walking in the 

temple, there come to him the chief priests, 

and the scribes, and the elders; and they 

said unto him, By what authority doest thou 

these things? or who gave thee this authority 

to do these things? And Jesus said unto 

them, I will ask of you one question, and 

answer me, and I will tell you by what author-

ity I do these things. The baptism of John, 

was it from heaven, or from men? answer 

me. And they reasoned with themselves, 

saying, If we shall say, From heaven; He will 

say, Why then did ye not believe him? But 

should we say, From men — they feared the 

people: for all verily held John to be a 

prophet. And they answered Jesus and say, 

We know not. And Jesus saith unto them, 

Neither tell I you by what authority I do these 

things.” So, let us use the same tactic that 

Christ used in answering this question with 

some questions. 
 
     Do you believe there is one God? Where 

did you get your answer? There is not but 

one place that anyone can go to answer this 

question: THE BIBLE! Notice these passages: 

“The Mighty One, God, Jehovah, the Mighty 

One, God, Jehovah, he knoweth; and Israel 

he shall know: if it be in rebellion, or if in 

trespass against Jehovah (save thou us not 

this day,)”; “The Mighty One, God, Jehovah, 

hath spoken, and called the earth from the 

rising of the sun unto the going down 

thereof”; “Have we not all one father? hath 

not one God created us? why do we deal 

treacherously every man against his brother, 

profaning the covenant of our fathers?”; “Yet 

to us there is one God, the Father, of whom 

are all things, and we unto him; and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 

things, and we through him”; “For there is 

one God, one mediator also between God 

and men, (himself) man, Christ Jesus”; “One 

God and Father of all, who is over all, and 

through all, and in all” (Joshua 22:22; 

Psalms 50:1; Malachi 2:10; I Corinthians 

8:6; I Timothy 2:5; Ephesians 4:6). After ana-

lyzing these passages there is only ONE AN-

SWER. Yes, there is one God, the Father. 

Now, tell me how did we achieve this an-

swer? It is clear that the answer came from 

God’s word, the Bible. Why would you teach 

that there is one God? You would respond, 

because the Bible says so. Right! Let look at 

some more questions. 
 
     Is there one Spirit? Yes, there is one 

Spirit. How did you arrive at that conclusion? 

From the Bible, (Ephesians 4:4; Matthew 

28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14). Why would you 

teach that there is one Spirit? You would 

respond, because the Bible says so. Right! 
 
     Is there one faith? Yes, there is one faith. 

How did you arrive at that conclusion? From 

the Bible, (Ephesians 4:5; Jude 3; Galatians 

1:6-9). Why would you teach that there is 

one faith? You would respond, because the 

Bible says so. Right! 
 
     Is there one Lord? Yes, there is one Lord. 

How did you arrive at that conclusion? From 

the Bible, (Ephesians 4:5; Matthew 28:18-

20; Matthew 7:21; Luke 6:46; Acts 2:36; 

Romans 10:12; Colossians 3:17). Why would 

you teach that there is one Lord? You would 

respond, because the Bible says so. Right! 
 
     Is there one body? Yes, there is one body. 

How did you arrive at that conclusion? From 

the Bible, (Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 1:22-

23; 4:4; 5:23; Colossians 1:18, 24). How 

many bodies are mentioned in these pas-

sages? ONE. Since the body is the church 

and there is only one body, how many 
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churches are there? ONE. Once again how 

did you arrive at that conclusion? From the 

scriptures. 
 
     Is there only one way to be saved? Yes, 

there is only one way to be saved. How did 

you arrive at that conclusion? From the Bi-

ble, (John 14:6; 6:44-45; Acts 4:12). Why 

would you teach that there is only one way of 

salvation? You would respond because the 

Bible says so. Right! The Bible teaches that 

is there is only one way of salvation. You 

might ask, “What is this one way of salva-

tion?”  Well, where will we find the answer to 

this question? Again, from God’s word. What 

then does the word of God say about what 

one must do to be saved? 
 
     a. One must hear God’s word (Romans 

10:17; Acts 2:37). 

     b. One must believe that Jesus is the 

Christ the Son of God (John 8:24; Mark 

16:16). 

     c. One must repent of his/her sins (Luke 

13:3; Acts 2:38). 

     d. One must confess that Jesus is the 

Christ (Acts 8:37; Romans 10:10). 

     e. One must be baptized (Mark 16:16; 

Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). 
 
     Now, if you have not done the things men-

tioned above for salvation, are you saved? 

NO! Why? You would respond because the 

Bible says you must do the things mentioned 

above to be saved. Right! 
 
     Will only the saved be in heaven? Yes, 

only does who are obedient to the will of 

Christ will be saved. How did you arrive at 

that conclusion? From the scriptures, 

(Hebrews 5:8-9; Matthew 7:21-23; Luke 

6:46). 
 
     Those who are in Christ will they be in 

heaven? Yes, only those in Christ will be in 

heaven. How did you arrive to that conclu-

sion? From the Bible (Romans 8:1; 1 John 

5:11; Revelation 14:13). The Bible teaches 

one must be in Christ where salvation is 

found (Acts 4:12; 2 Timothy 2:10). 
 
     How does one get into Christ? By being 

baptized into Christ. How did you arrive to 

that conclusion? From the scriptures 

(Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-27). The 

same act that puts one into Christ (baptism) 

puts one in the body which is the church. 

Wait, how did you arrive at that conclusion? 

From the scriptures, “For in one Spirit were 

we all baptized into one body” (1 Corinthians 

12:13). Okay, we are baptized into Christ, 

and this also puts us in the one body, the 

church. Now, is Jesus the savior of the one 

body the church? Yes! “Christ also is the 

head of the church, (being) himself the sav-

iour of the body” (Ephesians 5:23). 
 
     Seeing that those who are in Christ are 

those in the one body which is the one 

church, in which Jesus is the saviour of, 

would you say one must be a member of the 

church to go to heaven? YES! “Shall only 

those in the church of Christ be in heaven?” 

YES! 
 
     Just because one obeys the gospel and 

becomes a part of the church does not mean 

he will automatically go to heaven. One must 

be faithful to the end (Revelation 2:10). For 

one to have a chance to go to heaven, one 

must be a member of the church which Je-

sus purchased with His own blood (Acts 

20:28), one must be a member of the 

church of Christ! 
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     There are some people who are guilty of 

wrong attitudes, which result in wrong ac-

tions. We are not immune to such wrong 

dispositions. The Bible tells us of some who 

had wrong attitudes, and as a result, sinned. 

Let us consider the following. 
 

Some Have A Proud Attitude. 
 
     Perhaps pride is one of the worst atti-

tudes. It has raised its ugly head on many 

occasions. Pride is a dangerous attitude we 

are warned about on many occasions in the 

Bible. The Holy Spirit, through Solomon, 

warned of pride many times in the book of 

Proverbs. "The fear of the LORD is to hate 

evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, 

and the froward mouth, do I hate" (8:13). 

"When pride cometh, then cometh shame: 

but with the lowly is wisdom" (11:2). "In the 

mouth of the foolish is a rod of 

pride..." (14:3). "Pride goeth before destruc-

tion, and an haughty spirit before a 
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fall" (16:18). "A man's pride shall bring him 

low: but honour shall uphold the humble in 

spirit" (29:23). 
 
     We see several in the Bible who displayed 

pride. Consider Diotrephes who loved "to 

have the preeminence" (III Jn. 9). Because of 

his pride, he "receiveth us not." He not only 

used malicious words against John and oth-

ers, but did not receive brethren, and 

"forbiddeth them that would, and casteth 

them out of the church." This man was so 

lifted up with pride, that he was literally out 

of control. He would allow nothing and no 

one to question his preeminence he had in 

that local church. Friends, this is as wrong as 

it can be! 
 
     Other examples of pride include King Ne-

buchadnezzar, who lost his kingdom for a 

time because he thought he was a "self-

made man." This was wrong. (Dan. 4:30-37, 

5:20). Ultimately, his grandson Belshazzar 

lost the kingdom forever because of his 

pride (Dan. 5:22-31). Hosea 5:5-7 records 

that even God's people Israel were guilty of 

pride. As a result, God withdrew Himself from 

them. 
 
     God has no part nor lot with a proud man. 

One with pride cannot be God's child. He 

uses those who are humble (I Pet. 5:5-6). 

Friends, do you have a proud attitude? If so, 

you need to change, for God hates that atti-

tude (Prov. 6:16-17). 
 

Some Have A Covetous Attitude. 
 
     To covet is to have "avarice, i.e. (by impl.) 

fraudulency, extortion ...  greedi-

ness" (Strong's). In fact, Paul equates covet-

ousness with idolatry in Colossians 3:5. 

When one puts all his energy in obtaining/

acquiring a thing, he is covetous. Some may 

be covetous toward money (I Tim. 6:10), 

toward a person (Ex. 20:17), toward their 

own interests (Eph. 4:19-20), toward recrea-

tion (I Tim. 4:8), etc. Anything that you allow 

to come between you and God becomes your 

idol. It is that for which you covet and devout 

yourself. If we are going to be God's faithful 

children, we must not be covetous. 
 
     Some examples of covetousness in the 

Bible include Achan who coveted after "a 

goodly Babylonish garment, and two hun-

dred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold 

of fifty shekels weight" and caused the Isra-

elites to lose the battle against the people of 

Ai (Josh. 7:5, 18-21). The remedy was that 

he was to die, as well as his family, in order 

for the Israelites to be in good standing with 

God (Josh. 7:23-26). 
 
     We might also consider the covetousness 

mentioned in I Timothy 6:10. "For the love of 

money is the root of all evil: which while 

some coveted after, they have erred from 

the faith, and pierced themselves through 

with many sorrows." Notice that those who 

would covet after money, or wealth err from 

the faith. The NKJ says, "some have strayed 

from the faith in their greediness." The NAS 

says, "some by longing for it have wandered 

away from the faith." It is a dangerous mat-

ter indeed when we think of those who covet 

after money or wealth. When people put this 

first in their lives, they are turning away from 

God and from His soul-saving word! 
 

Some Have A Self-Sufficient Attitude. 
 
     Some, especially in this country, have the 

attitude that they can do it all by themselves. 

Some never admit their need for God, but 

think that all things depend upon them and 

their efforts. We need to realize that we are 

not self-sufficient, but are helpless. We could 

do nothing if it were not for God. We would 

not be here if it were not for God. Colossians 

1:17 teaches that Christ "is before all things, 

and by him all things consist." Consist 

means "to set together, i.e. (by impl.) to intro-

duce (favorably), or (fig.) to exhibit; intrans. 

to stand near, or (fig.) to constitute:--

approve, commend, ... make, stand 

(with)" (Strong's). The NAS says, "in Him all 

things hold together." In other words, were it 

not for our Lord, nothing would even exist! 

How dare we think we are self-sufficient in 

any way? How many times have we sang, "I 

Need Thee Every Hour"? Do we really mean 

that? Or, is our attitude toward Christ one of 

"don't call me, I'll call you"? 
 
     Some who had a self-sufficient attitude 

include the rich fool of Luke 12. Jesus, in 

speaking of him, showed that this man 

thought he had provided all of this for him-

self. Notice in Luke 12:16-21, that the     
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personal pronoun "I" is used by him 6 times 

in this short account. He had not thought 

about God, nor thanked Him for the bounty. 

He was merely concerned for himself, and 

lost it all in a night! 
 
     The Christians James wrote to thought 

they were self-sufficient as well. James told 

them, "Go to now, ye that say, To day or to 

morrow we will go into such a city, and con-

tinue there a year, and buy and sell, and get 

gain: Whereas ye know not what shall be on 

the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a 

vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 

then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to 

say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, 

or that. But now ye rejoice in your boastings: 

all such rejoicing is evil" (Jas. 4:13-16). 
 
     Their proud, arrogant boasting was evil in 

God's sight. They thought they were self-

sufficient, could provide for their own, and 

did not need to include God at any point. 

They were wrong then, and we are wrong 

today if we think we do not need God. We do 

not know what may come tomorrow (Prov. 

27:1). Therefore, we need to remember who 

holds tomorrow, and live for Him! 
 

Some Have An Apathetic Attitude. 
 
     To show apathy is to not show interest or 

concern. Therefore, those who show apathy 

toward the Lord and His church show no 

concern or interest for the Lord and His 

church. This can do nothing but damage 

people spiritually. Yet, there are many today 

so caught up in worldly pursuits, that they 

have no interest, nor concern for the things 

that are most important. 
 
     There are many apathetic people men-

tioned in the Bible. Consider the fact that 

Paul had to remind those "that are rich in 

this world" that they had a responsibility to 

the Lord and His cause (I Tim. 6:17-19). If 

they were not careful, they would only show 

their interest in material pursuits, and no 

interest in the Lord. Another who was apa-

thetic was Agrippa. When faced with the 

greatest decision one can make in this life, 

he refused, saying, "Almost thou persuadest 

me to be a Christian" (Acts 26:28). He was 

very aware of the doctrine of Christ (v.26), 

but had no interest or concern in it, nor for 

his soul. In fact, there are many today who 

show that their interests lie in other things 

beside the gospel. When people show apathy 

toward the Lord and His church, it shows 

that we need to watch ourselves lest we also 

become apathetic (I Cor. 10:12, 15:33). 
 

Conclusion 
 
     As always, we need to examine ourselves 

(II Cor. 13:5). Let us make sure we are not 

guilty of these wrong attitudes, for they will 

develop into wrong actions! In some, it is 

already apparent what attitude they have. 

Let us do our best to live by the Bible, to 

follow its precepts, and love the Author. If we 

are guilty of harboring any of the attitudes 

we have studied, then let us repent and turn 

from those things while we have the time to 

do so. May God help us all to have the right 

attitude, to live for Him, and look forward to 

Heaven when this life is over. 

Credit: www.southside-churchofchrist.com 

 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
 

Hear and Learn - Rom. 10:17 m. 10:9-10 ; 1 

Pet. 3:21 ; John 6:45; 17:3 

Believe - Heb. 11:6; John 6:29; 8:24 

Repent - Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30 

Confess the Lord - Matt. 10:32-33; Romans 

10:9-10; 1 Pet. 3:21 

Be Baptized - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; Gal. 

3:26-27 

Continue in the Apostles' Teaching - Acts 

2:42; 2 Tim. 3:14-17 
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