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3)      Saying denominations have New Testament Christians within their ranks and should be fellowshipped. 
First division has always been condemned by God. The very word DENOMINATION means a named 
or designated division. But this is in direct conflict with Jesus' prayer (John 17:22). Unity was God's aim 
and His desire. Likewise, denominationalism is in direct conflict with Paul's statement to the church of 
Christ in Corinth (1 Corinthians 1:10). Here is a passage that says denominations are not even to exist. 
The Bible clearly reveals that division is condemned by the Judge of this universe. 

     False doctrine is also condemned by God (Romans 16:17-18). John also spoke the words of God when he 
warned us that, "Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If there come any unto you, and bring not 
this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is 
partaker of his evil deeds" (2 John 9-11). Division is condemned, false doctrine is condemned, those that teach 
these false doctrines are to be rejected (Titus 3:10-11) and not fellow-shipped (Ephesians 5:11). So where does 
this leave the "Denominations'"? I think the answer is plain to all. 
     The churches which practice and believe these things and many other far off ideas have lost the "LAW"! 
 

 
One Dies before Baptism 

Jimmy Pettigrew 
 
     If someone has accepted the Lord Jesus in repentance, and dies before baptism, is he saved? The truth is that 
no one can "accept the Lord Jesus" without baptism, for it was the Lord who put baptism into the gospel and 
required it of all who would come to Him.    
     Christ doesn't give us options about how to accept Him. Please notice these passages: Redemption is found 
in Christ (Romans 3:24); There is no condemnation to them which are in Christ (Romans 8:1); The love of God 
is found in Christ (Romans 8:39). We are sanctified in Christ (1 Corinthians 1:2); In Christ shall all be made 
alive (1 Corinthians 15:22); We are new creatures in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15); We are 
reconciled back to God by being in Christ (Isaiah 59:1-2; 2 Corinthians 5:19; Ephesians 2:13); We are all the 
children of God by being in Christ (Galatians 3:26-27); All blessings are found in Christ (Ephesians 1:3); We 
are made to sit together in heavenly places in Christ (Ephesians 2:6); Grace is found in Christ (2 Timothy 2:10). 
     The truth is that until one is baptized into Christ (Romans 6:3), he is not in Christ. Until one believes and is 
baptized, he is not saved (Mark 16:16). Until one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God (John 3:5). Baptism washes away sins (Acts 22:16). And until one is baptized into Christ, into 
his death (Romans 6:3), his sins have not been washed away. 
     These passages show the Lord's purpose for baptism. Can you please answer these questions? Is one in 
Christ before baptism (Romans 6:3)? Are sins washed away before baptism (Acts 22:16)? Is one saved before 
baptism (Mark 16:16)? Is one in the kingdom before baptism (John 3:5)? If a man dies on his way to his own 
wedding, is his intended bride a widow? 
     The truth is that no one can accept the Lord Jesus without baptism, for it was the Lord who put baptism into 
the gospel and required it of ALL who would come to Him. One cannot accept the Lord by faith only, by 
repentance only, by confession only, nor by baptism only. All, not just one, of those are required by Christ! 
 

 
 

What Must I Do To Be Saved? 
Hear and Learn - Rom. 10:17; John 6:45; 17:3   
Believe - Heb. 11:6; John 6:29; 8:24  
Repent - Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 17:30  
Confess the Lord - Matt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10  
Be Baptized - Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; Gal. 3:26-27; 1 Pet. 3:21  
Continue in the Apostles' Teaching - Acts 2:42; 2 Tim. 3:14-17   
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