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“The Sin of Backsliding”

By Jimmy Pettigrew

Backsliding is a subject of great concern
among all of God's faithful children. The
average church is reeling with names that have
gone back into sin.

Who is a backslider? No person can be
described as a backslider who has not first been
born into the family of God (John 3:3-5).
"Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the
Lord hath spoken, | have nourished and
brought up children, and they have rebelled
against me. The ox knoweth his owner and the
ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know,
my people doth not consider. Ah sinful nation,
a people laden with iniquity, a seed of
evildoers, children that are corrupters: they
have forsaken the Lord, they have provoked the
Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone
away backward" (lsaiah 1:2-4). Who is a
backslider? He is one who has gone backward
instead of forward. He is one who was once
obedient to the Lord, but has now forsaken
Him. He is one who has gone back into the

ways of the world (2 Timothy 4:10). He is
one who left his First Love (Rev. 2:4). Now,
if one is born again and returns to cursing,
drinking, and worldliness, if he stops reading
his Bible, praying, attending, and showing no
concern for the lost, then he has
BACKSLIDDEN!

WHY DO WE BACKSLIDE?
(1) Because of a weakness of the flesh
(Matthew 26:41; Galatians 5:17). (2)
Because of our love for money (1 Timothy
6:10; Acts 5:1-11). (3) Success causes some
to backslide. (4) Comfort causes some to
backslide; they decide that the Christian life
is too demanding. (5) Pleasures cause some
to backslide (Hebrews 11:24-26). (6) Evil
companions cause backsliding (1
Corinthians 15:33). (7) Some backslide
because they have been offended. (8) A job
causes some to backslide. (9) Excuses cause
many to backslide. (10) Entertainment has
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caused some to backslide.

Backslider, you are in for a lot of grief
and heartache! The Bible warns
(Jeremiah 2:19): "Thine own wickedness
shall correct thee; and thy backslidings
shall reprove thee: know therefore and see
that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou
hast forgotten the Lord thy God." The
Bible plainly teaches that the hand of the
Lord will be heavy on the backslider.
Grief came to David because of his sin
with Bathsheba (Psalm 51). God's hand
was heavy upon Cain when he sinned
(Genesis 4:13). ..The prodigal son
illustrates the grief and misery of the
backslider (Luke 15). Consider what your
backsliding will cost you: (1) your good
influence. (2) Self-respect and the respect
of others. (3) It will cost you vyour
fellowship with fellow Christians. (4) It
will cost you your fellowship and favor
with God. (5) Your greatest loss will be
your soul (Matthew 16:26).

Backslider, here is how you can come
back to God. "Seek ye the Lord while he
may be found, call ye upon him while he
is near: Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and
let him return unto the Lord, and he will
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon" (Isaiah 55:6-
7). Consider the way you once walked
with God and compare that with your
present walk. Realize the condition
existing between you and God at this
moment. Repent and turn immediately. "If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness™ (1 John 1:9).

"Repent therefore of this thy wickedness,
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of
thine heart may be forgiven thee" (Acts
8:22). "Confess your faults one to another,
and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed" (James 5:16).

Are you aware of your backslidden
condition? Samson was not aware of his
(Judges 16:20). The five foolish virgins
thought everything was all right (Matthew
25:1-13). The elder brother thought he was
in good shape (Luke 15:25-32). Many at the
judgment will be surprised (Matthew 7:21-
23). Have you examined yourself carefully
in the mirror of God's Word to see yourself
as you really are and as you ought to be
(James 1:22-25)? Paul writes, "Examine
yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.
Prove yourselves. Do you not know
yourselves ... (2 Corinthians 13:5)? Have
you examined yourself carefully today to
see whether or not you are a backslider? If
you are a backslider repent and come home
today for salvation.

TEST YOUR BIBLE KNOWLEDGE

1. After having been left in the wilderness to die, what child
later became head of a nation?

2. What woman betrayed her lover for hire?

3. Whose forgotten dream almost brought death to many?

4. What two cities were at opposite ends of Israel?

5. Of what were some of David's instruments fashioned?

6. "Ebenezer" marked the celebration of what event? What
does it mean?

7. Name two famous women who lied to their father.

8. Name the guardian angel of Israel.

9. What trapped army saw the smoke of their own burning
city?

10. How did Samuel cause Israel to fear Jehovah?

ANSWERS TO THE ABOVE TEST

(1.) Gen. 21:14-21
(2.) Judg. 16:5, 18-21
(3.) Dan.2:1-12

(4.) 1sam. 3:20

(5.) 2 Sam. 6:5

(6.) 1 Sam. 7:12

(7.) 1 Sam. 19:17, Gen. 31:34
(8.) Dan.12:1

(9.) Josh. 8:20

(10.) 1 Samuel 12:16-18




